Twenty-Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time

October 1, 2017

7232 KY 56, Owensboro, KY 42301
www.stmarymagd.org
Ph: 270-771-4436  Fax: 1-866-856-7191

High School Youth Group last weekend doing team building activities.

MASS SCHEDULE
Saturday Vigil: 4:00 pm
Sunday:
7:30am & 10:30 am
Weekdays:
Tues.—Fri. 7:00 am
Holy Day:
Contact Parish Office
PASTORAL STAFF
Pastor: Rev. Shaiju Thomas
Shaiju.thomas@pastoral.org
(270) 625-9514
DRE: Debi Hopkins
debihopkins7@hotmail.com
Youth Minister: Crissy Stevenson,
crissystevenson1@yahoo.com
Minister of Music: Jacob Hein
jacob_hein@hotmail.com
Secretary: Patti J. Bartley
patti.bartley@stmarymagd.org
Bookkeeper: Susan Calhoun
Susan.Calhoun99@yahoo.com

PASTORAL COUNCIL
Mark Payne; Benita Drury; Danny Ebelhar; Jason Elder;
Jane Thomas
FINANCE COUNCIL
Kenny Knott; Rebecca Schwartz; Rita Wood; Sarah O’Bryan
ST. MARY MAGDALENE CEMETERY
Contact the Parish Office- 771-4436
SACRAMENTS
BAPTISM: Contact Pastor at least a month before the baptism
for instructions.
CONFESSIONS: Saturdays at 3:00pm;anytime by appointment.
MARRIAGES: Contact the pastor six months in advance to
begin marriage preparation.
ANOINTING OF THE SICK: First Friday’s during Mass, or
anytime it is needed.
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LITURGICAL MINISTERS for Sunday, October 8, 2017
4:00PM

7:30AM

10:30AM

Justin Dunn

Fred Greenwell

Debi Hopkins

Eucharistic
Ministers

Phil & Cathy Ebelhar
(Need a volunteer)

Need Volunteers

Kevin Schwartz
Reisz Krampe
Mark Payne

Emma & Sophie
O’Bryan

Brandon & Camer- Mason Shepherd
on Fulkerson
Max Byrne

Lector
Monday,

October 2nd
No Mass

Tuesday,
7:00AM

October 3rd
Mary Frances Fogle

Wednesday,
7:00AM

October 4th
Bob Millay

Altar
Servers

Thursday,
7:00AM

October 5th
Dick &
Mary Jane Alexander

Ushers/Greeters Jerry Knott

Friday,
7:00AM

October 6th
Janisse Warren

Saturday,
4:00PM

October 7th
Ray Calhoun

Sunday,
7:30 AM
10:30 AM

October 8th
Parishioners
Jeff, Shelly &
Hughleen Riney

READINGS FOR THE WEEK
Monday: Zec 8:1-8;
Mt 18:1-5, 10
Tuesday: Zec 8:20-23;
Lk 9:51-56
Wednesday: Neh 2:1-8; Lk 9:57-62
Thursday: Neh 8:1-4a, 5-6, 7b-12;
Lk 10:1-12
Friday:
Bar 1:15-22;
Lk 10:13-16

Kenny Knott

Gary Bratcher
Kelly Thomas

Commie Clancy
Lincoln Clancy

Minister to the Sick: John Ebelhar the weekend of Oct. 8th

GOD’S WAYS
In the stream of readings during this portion of Ordinary Time one
week’s texts can often appear to pick up exactly where the previous week’s
concluded. The sentiments expressed in today’s first reading seem to be a
direct reaction to the Gospel passage we heard last week. In that Gospel, the
landowner pays the same wages to his workers whether they worked for a
full day or for only a few minutes. Today Ezekiel gives us the lament, “The
LORD’s way is not fair!”(Ezekiel 18:25). These Sundays in Ordinary Time
offer us a glimpse into the ways of the Lord. We see how God’s way has the
tendency to turn the accepted conventions of the day upside down. Those
who always expected that their way to heaven was guaranteed are disappointed. Those who thought they never had a chance are given that chance.
Today offers us another opportunity to discover the abundance of God’s
mercy and love.
Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co., Inc.

Saturday: Bar 4:5-12, 27-29;
Lk 10:17-24

NEW PARISHIONERS
St. Mary Magdalene welcomes all newcomers to our Parish Family. We would be honored to have you as a member. Please
fill out this section, cut out, and turn in or mail it to the Parish Office. We will send you papers for membership..
Name________________________________________________________________________________________________
Address________________________________________________________________ Phone _______________________
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TODAY’S READINGS
First Reading — When the wicked turn away from
their wickedness they have committed and do what
is right, they shall surely live (Ezekiel 18:25-28).
Psalm — Remember your mercies, O Lord (Psalm
25).
Second Reading — Consider others as better than
yourselves; look not to your own interests, but to the
interests of others (Philippians 2:1-11 [1-5]).
Gospel — Tax collectors and prostitutes are
entering the kingdom of God ahead of you
(Matthew 21:28-32).

Upcoming, Financial Peace University course!
Join us in the new year for Dave Ramsey’s Financial
Peace University course. This course will teach and
guide your family on how to get out of debt, build
wealth, and give generously. Dave Ramsey is a
renowned financial voice who speaks about God’s
way of managing money to improve your
relationship with your family and with the
Lord. The course is 9 weeks, hosted by St. Mary
Magdalene on Sunday afternoons from 3:30-5:15
p.m., starting 01/14/18 to 03/18/18 (except Super
Bowl Sunday). For more information contact
susan.knott19@gmail.com. Mark your calendars
for this amazing and life changing course!
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Faith Formation News
Due to the fall holidays from
school, P.R.E.P. is on hiatus
until Oct. 22. Our
volunteers take breaks with
their families, and without
them, we have no program to
offer.
Everyone-- enjoy the beauty
of autumn before winter is upon us!
Study of the Sunday Scriptures continues on
Wednesday mornings. Coffee and conversation after
Mass, until 8:00; study runs from 8:00-9:00 a.m., in
the parish center. There is no obligation to attend
every week, and no prior knowledge of the Bible is
required. Come with an open heart, and leave with a
roomful of new friends. Please come check it out, any

Altar Server Training: Wednesday, October 4th,
5:30-6:30 PM or 6:30-7:30PM. You only need to
come to one session.

Mens’ Club Annual Fall Carryout will be on
Sunday, October 1st. Serving begins at 11:30AM.

THANK YOU to everyone who supported our
Donato’s Youth Group
! Our youth group
profited $70 from that effort!

Bereavement Dishes- There are dishes that need to
be picked up from the last bereavement dinner.
The dishes are located in the front foyer of the
parish center.

WELCOME TO OUR PARISH
If you are a visitor to St. Mary Magdalene, we want to
welcome you. If you are new to the parish, please call the
office at (771-4436) to register in the parish.
Office Hours: Monday, Tuesday, & Thursday
7:30-2:30PM
www.stmarymagd.org
Ph: 270-771-4436 Fax: 1-866-856-7191
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Our church will be hosting a Paint Party on October, 19th in the Parish Hall! This should be a great fundraiser and we'd love to
invite anyone would like to join us for this event. We will also have a few items in a Bucket Raffle during the event. Fun, food,
friends and fundraising... come join us!

Tickets are on sale now. You do need to purchase tickets in advance and let us know which wooden cutout you would
like to reserve for the night of the event. We want to insure that everyone gets to paint exactly what they want! We
have a deadline of October 4th to submit our choices, so please connect with us before then. Options #1-10 are $30
and #11 & #12 initial options are $35. If you'd like to grab your tickets please respond here, or contact one of the follow ladies: Leanna Byrne, Tracy O'Bryan Settles, Liane Riney, Tricia Murphy, Jennifer Byrne, or Alo Byrne.
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Thomas Merton had just graduated from high school. He was travelling alone in Europe, and was living a
rather fleshy life. As he states, one night, in his hotel room, he was struck with an awareness of his
sinfulness. The whole thing passed in a flash and he was overwhelmed with a sudden and profound
insight, into the misery and corruption of his soul. He was filled with horror at what he saw and his soul
desired escape from all that with an intensity and an urgency. He prayed first time in his life and it was the
first step in his conversion. Next morning although he was not yet a Catholic, he went to a church, knelt
down, and prayed the Lord’s Prayer slowly, with all the faith he had. It was his first successful step to conversion, conversion
from a communist to a Trappist monk.
Today’s readings speak of awareness, change of heart and conversion. Prophet Ezekiel in the first Reading reminds us that each
one of us is responsible to God, for his/her actions. St. Paul in the second reading appeals to live in true Christian love and
unity.
In the gospel reading from Matthew, [Mt. 21:28-32] we heard that Jesus tells the story of the man who had two sons. The father
asked one of his sons to go and work in the vineyard. His son said that he would not go, but he changed his mind, and he went.
The second son said that he would go, but he did not go. The son who promised to go and work in the vineyard, but he did not
go, he broke his promise. He was no different than God's chosen people of the Old Testament, who broke the Old Covenant.
He was no different than the people who listened to the words of Jesus, but ignored them. He was no different than the people
within the Church today, who break the new Covenant of God by turning away from His righteous ways.
There are two very common classes of people in this world, today. First, there are the people whose profession is much better
than their practice. They will promise anything. They make great protestations of piety and fidelity. They fight for the rights of
the church. They collect together the down trodden to fight for their rights. But, their practices lag behind. Most of us fall into
this category. Our processions; our charity; our compassion; our Holy Rites are only demonstrations without the element of
sincerity. The one who has never entered the church stands on the street, to condemn the injustices against the church, and fight
for the rights of the church. The one, who has never understood the spirit of Jesus tolerance, comes out with slogans, for
defending the church. They profess their faith, but never practice.
And then, there are those whose practice is far better than their profession. They are fond of doing kind and generous things,
almost in secret. But the real good man is the man in whom profession and practice meet and match.
Further, this parable teaches that promises can never take the place of performance, and fine words are not substitute for fine
deeds. Jesus was telling the Jewish leaders that the fact that they were God’s chosen people, and that they were proud of their
observance of the Law of Moses, was not a guarantee that they would possess the kingdom of God. Lip service of God will not
get us into heaven.
The world has many preachers, but it is still looking for performers; the world is keen to have a Florence Nightingale; a Gandhi
or a Mother Theresa. So the question is which one are you? Which son do you identify with in the gospel? Which class of
people, do you belong?
PREPARATIONS FOR THE SACRAMENTS OF RECONCILIATION, FIRST COMMUNION AND CONFIRMATION:
I request to all the candidates and the parents to participate all the preparation classes. I would like to see all the kids to fulfill
their Sunday and Holy Days of obligations by attending the Church, means I would like to see the kids coming to the church
and participating in the masses and classes. If one can’t fulfill these obligations, please don’t come in the last minute and be
disappointed. Please follow the guidelines and instructions of Debi and Crissy for these sacraments. The school mass doesn’t
substitute the Sunday obligations.

Confirmation Information
Here at St. Mary Magdalene, students receive the Sacrament of Confirmation in the 8th grade. Students in the 8th
grade are expected to still be in Religious Education of some sort, either through PREP or at the Catholic School. Confirmation
Class is in addition to our Religious Education programs. Our Confirmation Class combines both our Public Schools and Catholic
Schools together for each of our sessions.
Our program is built around the dialogue that happens when receiving the Sacrament between the Bishop and the student. We meet for a total of 5 Wednesday night Sessions (about once a month) for 2 hours each time, in a small and large
group format. A couple of retreats and service opportunities are also provided through our Confirmation Program.
We need a couple of adults who are willing to come lead small groups each Wednesday night (no preparation is needed on your part). If you’d be willing to help, please contact Crissy for more information!

Dates to know:
Confirmation Parent & Student Meeting: Wednesday, October 18 at 6 PM
If you cannot attend this meeting, please make an appointment with Crissy
Confirmation with Bishop Medley: Saturday, March 17 at the 4 PM Mass
All other dates and information will be distributed at the Parent/Student Meeting
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IN SPECIAL NEED OF PRAYER
HOME BOUND/RETIREMENT HOMES:
Bobby Collignon, David Gaddis; Paul & Dorothy Knott, Jean McCarty

Happy Birthday to You!!
Parishioners celebrating
Birthday’s this week

We ask that you pause a moment and say a prayer for the sick in our community.
Remember in prayer, those sick in our Community:
Linda Baird, Rita Cecil, Joe Bill Clark, David Clouse, James W. Corunty, Sr., Savannah Dean,
Kelly Dean, Danny Durbin, Allan Ebelhar, Kenneth Ebelhar, Margie Elder, Miles Evan,
Jean Ferrel, Sylvester Fischer, David Gaddis, Samuel George, Lynda Gibson, Robert Haire,
Jim Hamilton, Mary Lucy Hines, Steve Hopkins, Becky Joiner, Amelia Jones, Eugene King,
Mary Ann Kurz, Leiann Lashbrook, Mary Lasley, Margie Merimee, Gary Miller,
Diane Minton, Larry Oller, Sandra Posey, Steve Raley, Faye Riney, Clayton Roberts, Jason
Roberts, Michael Roberts, Christian Ruiz, Norbert J. Smith, Jr., Norbert Smith Sr., Barbara
Smith, Dennis Smith, Special Intention, Helen Rose Smith, Patti Terrell, Hillary Thomas,
Charles Thompson, Kelly Thompson, Alma Topper, Erika Vandiver, Rita Woodall.
*Please note: Names will remain on the list for one month.
Prayers for our Military- As a parish family, we at St. Mary Magdalene pray for all the
members of our parish. We especially pray for our parishioners and their relatives who are
currently on active duty in the military. Jackson Brett, Zachary Brett, Cody Byrne, James
Calhoun, Jessica Chase, Chris French, Christine Kugele, Frank Murphy, Chad Norris,
Ryan Offerman, Jonathan Tucker.

“Which of the two did his father's will?” This is a par able that ever y par ent
should be able to cite and recite at a moment’s notice -frequently. It captures the
true meaning of the difference between honesty and dishonesty, good and evil,
right and wrong. There are very few of us who have agreed or promised to do
something and then failed to do so. Sometimes we forget. Sometimes we get
overwhelmed by other events or emergencies and cannot make the time to do
what we promised. But sometimes we commit to do something and have no
intention to fulfill that commitment. And then there are the occasions when we
refuse to do something, then reconsider and do what we have been asked. Jesus
knew that when we truly open ourselves to God in prayer we may hear Him ask
us to do something we are not willing to do. But when we are being good
stewards of our prayer and continue to be open to God’s will for us, we will do
God’s will regardless of the challenge of consequences. It is then that we are
honest, good and righteous

30– Emma Cecil; Elizabeth Hardy;
Tabby Payne
Oct.
01– Logan Elder
02– Debbie Blandford
03– Terry Ebelhar
04– David Gaddis
05– Avery Burden; Sherri Pate;
Dan Thomas
06– Eric Millay; Braedon Parker
08– Rebekah McCarthy

Happy Anniversary!!
Parishioners celebrating
Anniversaries this week
We wish all our Parishioners celebrating
this week a happy and blessed
Anniversary.
30– Guy & Sherry Durham
03– Dennis & Karen Clouse
07– Jerry & Linda Ebelhar
07– John & Lisa Wathen
If your birthday/anniversary is omitted
from this list, or incorrectly dated, please
call the parish office.

OFFERINGS:
September 24, 2017
Weekly Actual
$8,670.00

Weekly Budget
$ 7,865.00

Year to Date Actual
$99,451.07

Year to Date Budget
$ 102,245.00

THANK YOU to those who regularly and
generously give of their treasure as well as those
who give of their time and talent to support the
work our parish.
Good Deeds: Catherine Gillim made her bed.

St. Mary Magdalene
Cemetery
Please contact Patti to
purchase a cemetery plot.
(270) 771-4436.

